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Today, Congressman Pete Stark introduced a resolution condemning all acts of discrimination
and violence and supporting the No Room for Racism campaign initiated by citizens of
Hayward, California. In introducing the resolution, Rep. Stark made the following remarks:

“Since the horrific attacks on September 11, 2001, our country has come together in
remarkable ways. Citizens across the nation have donated blood, volunteered their time, and
contributed money to help those who were victimized by the ruthless attacks. During this
difficult time, America’s true colors have been displayed to the world. In times of national crisis,
we take care of each other.

Unfortunately, despite this unity, some of our citizens have misplaced their anger at the
terrorists by discriminating against their fellow Americans. Although this has not been
widespread, even a few reports of discrimination and hatred are cause for concern.
Discrimination against anyone in America is simply not consistent with our heritage or our
laws. In order to combat discrimination, all Americans must work for tolerance and social
justice.

Citizens in my district have taken the initiative to do just that. They have launched a campaign
called “No Room for Racism” condemning all acts of discrimination against people because of
their appearance. | applaud the citizens of Hayward for this worthy endeavor. Through
community action such as this, the American tradition of tolerance and acceptance will continue
to thrive.

The resolution that | introduce today is modeled after the one organized by my constituents in
Hayward. As the resolution states, judging people by appearance, color of skin, or religious
beliefs is contrary to the fundamental principles of our country. Racism undermines our unity as
a people and leads to social unrest and alienation. Therefore, there truly is no room for racism
in our society.

During this time of heightened tension, we must be particularly vigilant to protect the rights of
all Americans, regardless of color or creed. | applaud my constituents in Hayward for their
campaign against racism and | am pleased to introduce this resolution on their behalf.”




